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Android	12‘s	most	noticeable	feature	is	the	new	“Material	You”	UI	with	system-wide	color	theming.	Simply	change	your	wallpaper,	and	the	phone’s	UI	matches	the	colors.	A	smartphone	OS	of	yesteryear	had	a	similar	idea	years	ago,	and	it	was	great.	You	might	remember	Microsoft’s	last	attempt	at	a	smartphone	OS,	Windows	Phone.	It	was	ahead	of	its
time	in	many	ways,	but	ultimately,	lack	of	app	support	was	its	biggest	downfall.	However,	one	thing	that	Windows	Phone	absolutely	nailed	was	its	“Metro	UI”	design.	RELATED:	Android's	"Material	You"	Theming	Is	Great,	but	Don't	Expect	Samsung	to	Use	It	Windows	Phone	and	Android	never	looked	remotely	similar,	but	Material	You	and	Metro	UI	do
share	an	important	feature.	Windows	Phone	allowed	you	to	select	a	light	or	dark	theme	and	a	secondary	“Accent”	color,	just	like	you	can	now	in	Windows	10	and	11.	That	accent	color	choice	could	be	found	all	throughout	the	UI.	The	most	noticeable	place	where	you	could	see	the	accent	color	was	right	on	the	home	screen.	Windows	Phone’s	“live	tiles”
used	the	accent	color.	Even	if	an	app	didn’t	use	the	accent	color	in	its	UI,	most	of	them	still	did	for	the	live	tile.	You	could	easily	fill	your	home	screen	with	tiles	with	matching	colors.	The	accent	color	wasn’t	just	limited	to	system	apps,	either.	The	majority	of	third-party	apps	also	utilized	the	accent	color.	Windows	Phone—more	than	any	other
smartphone	OS	that	has	existed—had	the	most	consistent	look	from	the	home	screen	to	the	in-app	experience.	Across	the	system	and	third-party	apps,	it	was	a	very	cohesive	experience.	Android	12	is	attempting	something	similar	with	Material	You.	Rather	than	manually	selecting	an	accent	color,	it’s	derived	from	your	wallpaper.	You	can	slightly
change	the	colors	by	choosing	a	different	color	palette,	but	you	can’t	select	a	specific	color.	If	you	don’t	want	to	use	the	wallpaper	for	the	theme,	you	only	get	four	color	choices.	Windows	Phone	had	20	accent	colors	to	choose	from.	It	wasn’t	as	nuanced	as	Material	You	since	it	was	literally	just	an	accent	color	with	a	black	or	white	background.	Still,
you	really	felt	like	the	phone	UI	matched	your	personal	style,	even	without	a	wallpaper	on	the	home	screen—which	Windows	Phone	did	eventually	get.	Of	course,	there	are	downsides	to	this	design	style,	and	Android	12	will	run	into	these	issues,	too.	Services	that	rely	on	having	the	same	experience	across	Android	and	iPhone	won’t	be	adopting
Material	You	themes.	Many	apps	have	distinct	branding	that’s	easily	identifiable.	The	last	thing	they	want	to	do	is	“blend	in”	with	the	rest	of	the	phone’s	UI.	Many	Windows	Phone	ideas	have	withstood	the	test	of	time.	The	flat	icon	style	that	was	introduced	with	Metro	UI	is	still	quite	prevalent	in	software	design.	In	fact,	if	you	turn	on	Material	You
theming	for	icons,	you	get	the	same	sort	of	flat	icon	on	a	colored	shape	effect	as	live	tiles.	It’s	all	coming	full	circle.	There	were	many	legitimate	problems	with	Windows	Phone.	It	doesn’t	exist	today	for	some	very	good	reasons.	But	that	doesn’t	mean	that	it	had	nothing	to	offer	the	smartphone	world.	Both	Android	and	Apple’s	iOS/iPadOS	have	taken
bits	and	pieces	from	Windows	Phone	throughout	the	years.	With	Android	12’s	Material	You,	someone	finally	took	the	best	part.	RELATED:	How	to	Link	an	Android	Phone	to	a	Windows	10	PC	With	Microsoft	Phone	Link	While	many	Microsoft	services	are	available	on	Android	and	iOS,	the	look	and	feel	of	Windows	Phone	and	Windows	10	Mobile	is
missed	by	many	users.	While	there's	no	way	to	make	an	exact	replicate	of	the	now-dead	mobile	operating	system,	you	can	make	your	Android	phone	look	like	a	Windows	Phone	in	a	few	different	ways.One	option	is	to	use	a	launcher	designed	to	look	like	Windows	10	Mobile,	but	if	you	want	complete	customization	and	the	ability	to	make	your	phone
look	like	a	miniature	Windows	10	PC,	you'll	need	to	use	multiple	pieces	of	software.	The	customizable	option	was	originally	shared	by	Reddit	user	DrDisagree.The	Live	Wallpaper	has	quite	a	few	steps	and	requires	customization.	If	you	want	a	simpler	solution,	scroll	down	to	the	guides	for	SquareHome	3	and	Launcher	10.Install	Nova	Launcher	from
the	Google	Play	Store.Install	Nova	Launcher	Prime.Install	KLWP.Install	KLWP	Pro.Install	Pix	Pie	Icon	pack.Download	Windows	10	Wallpaper	(or	any	wallpaper	you'd	like	as	a	background).Make	Nova	Launcher	your	default	launcher	by	opening	settings,	default	apps,	and	selecting	Nova	Launcher.Open	Nova	Launcher's	Settings.Select	Home
Screen.Select	Dock.Toggle	on/off	switch	to	disable	the	dock.Clear	any	icons	on	your	home	screen	by	pressing	and	holding	the	icon	and	selecting	remove	or	the	x	icon.Download	KLWP	Backup	files	from	Google	Drive.	This	process	can	vary	depending	on	your	Android	device.Tap	the	ellipsis	menu	in	the	upper	right-hand	corner	of	the	download
screen.Select	download.Once	downloaded	you	should	be	taken	to	a	screen	with	the	option	to	import.	Select	import.Press	**OK*.Open	KLWP.Tap	the	hamburger	menu.Select	Load	Preset.Tap	the	Exported	tab.Tap	the	wallpaper	within	the	tab	labeled	Windows	X.Grant	KLWP	permissions	by	selecting	Fix	Now*	and	**Allow	each	time	you	are	prompted
to.Swipe	the	bottom	of	the	screen	to	get	to	the	Globals	menu.Toggle	navbar	to	on.Tap	save	icon	at	the	top	of	KLWP.Select	fix.Select	Set	as	Wallpaper.Select	Home	screen.How	to	customize	shortcutsThe	Live	Wallpaper	should	now	be	running	on	your	phone.	Following	these	steps	will	create	a	copy	of	what	DrDisagree	made	on	Reddit.	That	means	that
all	the	shortcuts	that	were	set	up	are	intact.	You	can	change	any	of	these	shortcuts	in	KLWP's	menu.Tap	the	*Start	button**	in	the	lower	left-hand	corner	of	your	home	screen.Select	KLWP.Tap	any	shortcut	on	the	screen	you'd	like	to	change	and	select	edit.How	to	customize	the	live	wallpaperYou	can	also	change	the	look	and	icons	of	the	wallpaper,
though	this	can	require	quite	a	few	steps	depending	on	what	you'd	like	to	edit.	Generally	speaking,	you	can	edit	them	through	the	menus	on	the	bottom	of	KLWP.Make	sure	you're	in	the	Items	tab.Tap	on	the	element	you	want	to	edit	(toggling	the	check	marks	on	and	off	will	show	which	element	you're	editing).When	finished	making	edits	select	the
save	icon.As	an	example,	I	used	these	steps	to	change	the	Gmail	icon	to	an	Outlook	icon	and	changed	the	background	of	that	square	to	blue.	You	can	see	the	result	above.How	to	add	install	a	launcher	that	looks	like	Windows	10	MobileInstall	Launcher	10	or	SquareHome	3	from	the	Google	Play	Store.Set	the	launcher	of	your	choice	as	the	default	home
screen	app	on	your	phone.Our	top	equipment	picksWhile	nothing	can	exactly	replicate	Windows	10	Mobile,	there	are	various	options	that	come	close	to	the	look.	The	launchers	are	an	easy	option	whereas	the	custom	live	wallpaper	is	complex	but	customizable.SquareHome	3	is	a	fan-favorite	when	it	comes	to	replicating	the	look	of	Windows	10	Mobile.
It	supports	transparent	tiles,	Lives	Tiles,	widgets,	and	more	to	give	you	a	Windows	feel	on	your	Android	device	without	much	work.This	setup	takes	multiple	paid	apps	and	a	thorough	study	of	the	interface	of	KLWP	to	get	the	look	that	you'd	like.	But	the	end	result	is	a	phone	with	a	Start	Menu	clone	that	feels	like	a	miniature	PC	in	the	palm	of	your
hand.	You	need	a	few	apps	to	complete	this	look,	though	KLWP	is	the	main	app	that	makes	this	setup	possible.Additional	EquipmentYou	need	a	couple	other	apps	to	complete	the	custom	wallpaper	setup.Nova	Launcher	Prime	(opens	in	new	tab)	($5	at	Google	Play)This	highly	customizable	launcher	is	great	for	any	Android	setup	and	also	allows	the	live
wallpaper	setup	to	work.Pixel	Pie	Icon	Pack	(opens	in	new	tab)	($2	at	Google	Play)This	icon	pack	provides	the	rounded	icons	needed	in	the	live	wallpaper	look	and	also	looks	great	on	other	launchers.	Microsoft	If	your	computer	runs	Windows	10	and	you	also	have	an	Android	phone,	you	should	probably	be	using	Microsoft’s	Your	Phone	app.	You	can	do
a	lot	with	it,	including	making	and	receiving	phone	calls	on	your	PC.	Let’s	do	it!	What	You’ll	Need	The	Your	Phone	app	is	preinstalled	on	Windows	10	PCs.	When	connected	to	an	Android	device,	it	can	mirror	your	notifications,	sync	photos,	and	send	text	messages.	You	can	also	use	the	app	to	place	and	receive	calls	from	your	phone	through	your	PC.
To	make	phone	calls	using	the	Your	Phone	app,	your	devices	must	meet	the	following	requirements:	Your	computer	must	be	running	Windows	10	with	the	May	2019	Update	or	later,	and	have	Bluetooth	enabled.	Your	Android	device	must	be	running	Android	7.0	or	above.	Before	attempting	to	use	the	phone	call	feature,	you’ll	have	to	follow	the	initial
setup	process	for	Your	Phone	on	your	PC	and	Android	device.	RELATED:	Why	Android	Users	Need	Windows	10's	"Your	Phone"	App	How	to	Make	Android	Phone	Calls	From	Windows	During	the	initial	setup	process	of	the	Your	Phone	Companion	app	on	your	Android	device,	there	are	a	few	permissions	you	have	to	grant	for	the	phone	call	feature.	First,
tap	“Allow”	to	grant	the	app	permission	to	make	and	manage	phone	calls.	You	also	have	to	grant	it	access	to	your	contacts	so	you	can	access	them	on	your	PC.	It’s	also	important	that	you	allow	the	Android	app	to	run	in	the	background.	This	ensures	a	stable	connection	between	your	phone	and	PC.	After	the	setup	process	is	complete	on	your	Android
device,	you	can	move	to	the	Windows	app	to	finish	setting	up	the	phone	call	feature.	First,	navigate	to	the	“Calls”	tab,	and	then	click	“Get	Started.”	A	pop-up	containing	a	Bluetooth	PIN	will	appear	on	your	PC.	A	pop-up	containing	the	same	PIN	should	also	appear	on	your	Android	device.	Make	sure	the	codes	match,	and	then	click	“Yes”	on	your	PC
and	tap	“Pair”	on	your	Android	device.	It’s	possible	to	use	the	feature	immediately,	but	you’ll	only	be	able	to	dial	numbers.	To	show	your	call	log,	you	have	to	grant	permission	on	your	phone;	click	“Send	Permission”	to	proceed.	A	notification	will	appear	on	your	Android	device;	tap	“Open”	to	launch	the	permission	dialog.	Tap	“Allow”	in	the	permission
pop-up.	If	you	don’t	see	a	pop-up,	you	can	manually	grant	permission.	To	do	so,	go	to	Settings	>	Apps	&	Notifications	>	See	All	Apps	>	Your	Phone	Companion	>	Permissions,	and	then	select	“Allow”	under	“Call	Logs	Access	for	This	App.”	Your	recent	calls	will	now	show	up	in	the	Your	Phone	app	on	Windows	10.	To	make	a	call	from	your	PC,	you	can
select	a	recent	call	and	click	the	phone	icon,	search	for	contacts,	or	use	the	dial	pad.	When	you	receive	a	phone	call,	a	notification	will	appear	on	your	PC,	and	you	can	click	“Accept”	or	“Decline.”	That’s	all	there	is	to	it!	You	can	now	make	and	receive	phone	calls	from	your	PC—no	video	call	or	third-party	service	required.
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