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MOUNTAIN VIEW, Calif. — Google this week took a big leap toward blending its two biggest OSes: Android and Chrome. The company did not merge the platforms, as was rumored last fall and subsequently denied by Google, but the distinctions between Chrome and Android apps will effectively expire starting next month. Chromebooks will get
more powerful and more useful for enterprises as the devices gain access to a vast catalog of Android apps, according to Google. A trio of Chromebooks — the Asus Chromebook Flip and Acer’s Chromebook R11 and Pixel — will receive updates next month that will let them run Android apps, and the company says it will expand support to more
Chrome devices later this year. [Related: IT execs excited (but cautious) about merger of mobile, desktop OSes] IT administrators will be able to manage Android apps from the Chrome admin console, according to Rajen Sheth, Google’s senior director of product management for Android and Chrome for Work. In addition to the more than 200 policies
that are already available in the admin console, Google is adding new policies to let CIOs and IT professionals manage Android app installs, Sheth said at the annual Google I/O developer conference. The console also lets companies make apps available on a per-user basis. Android apps get full Chrome access Android apps on the Chrome OS will run
in a Linux container so developers won’t have to make any changes to their existing apps for them to run on Chromebooks, according to Google. After apps are installed on Chromebooks, they get access to the entire Chrome OS file system, as well as key features such as Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, notifications, offline support and touch input, where available.
Google Play, the world’s largest app store, will also be available on Chromebooks for the first time. Chromebook users currently have access only to Google apps, Web-based apps or basic website shortcuts that are available on the Chrome Web Store. About two million businesses use Google Apps for Work today, but according to Sheth some
enterprises want to augment these options with apps such as Skype or Microsoft Word. So, for example if Google Hangout doesn’t work for an organization, Skype for Android, Slack or any other Android messaging app will soon be able to fill that void. Some teams may also prefer Android apps to Web apps because of their mobile-centric features,
including push notifications and do-not-disturb rules. [Related: Google doubles down on the enterprise at I/0O] Google put a lot of work into making Chromebooks more attractive to the enterprise in recent months and years, but app compatibility has been a glaring problem, according to Sheth. Google says it is confident Android apps on Chromebooks
will be transformational for businesses that want to use the specific apps they prefer, he said. Google says about half of the Chromebooks released during the last two years will eventually get Google Play access. However, some businesses with older machines will have to purchase new Chromebooks if they want access to Android and its massive
developer community. In the future everything is Chrome A snippet of code posted on Google's Chromium Code website reveals that Google's Chrome browser is to be ported to its Android smartphone operating system.It may seem like an obvious move for the two Google-operated products, but they've been run as completely separate entities - until
now.The Chromium website hosts Google's open-source features for the browser, and generally everything that appears there will later be integrated into the browser itself.The Chrome Android code currently lacks the tabbed browsing and plug-ins that adorn its desktop counterpart.Get your WebKit offCoincidentally, the default WebKit browser that
ships with Android phones uses much of the same code as Chrome's desktop client.The Android release will see Google taking on the likes of Firefox and Dolphin HD in the Android Market, but we could see a repeat of Chrome's steady increase in popularity on desktop PCs.There's no word on whether or not Chrome will usurp the default WebKit
browser on upcoming Android phones either, but it would make a lot of sense.Expect to see the official announcement at Samsung Mobile's Unpacked 2011 event in San Diego on 11 October - which is where we're also expecting to see the unveiling of Ice Cream Sandwich, the latest iteration of Android, and the Google Nexus Prime.Via Android and
Me (Image credit: Shutterstock) Knowing how to speed up Chrome on Android could make a huge difference to your smartphone or tablet browsing experience.Chrome is the default browser on most Android phones and tablets, and has a lot of useful features. In fact, it's our top choice of the best Android browsers. But over time, it can slow down
and become laggy — even if you're using one of the best Android phones.Fortunately, there's a quick and easy way to fix this by clearing your cache and cookies. So, to boost your browsing experience, follow our guide on how to speed up Chrome on Android.Note: This guide involves deleting your browser history, including saved logins and
passwords. If your logins aren't automatically synced in Chrome, you will need to re-enter your username and password when logging into certain websites.1. Open any website in Chrome, then tap the three dots in the top-right corner.(Image credit: Google)2. Tap "History."(Image credit: Google)3. Next, tap "Clear browsing data..."(Image credit:
Google)4. Tap the time section to the right of "Time range" then tap "All time."(Image credit: Google)5. Make sure the boxes by "Cookies and site data" and "Cached images and files" are checked. Then, tap "Clear data."(Image credit: Google)You should now find that your Chrome browser zips along, free of all the clutter that's been slowing it

down. Now that you've learned how to speed up Chrome on Android, you might also want to look at our general tips for how to speed up your Android phone or tablet. You may also want to see how to turn on dark mode in Chrome, or even how to use your phone as a webcam.Today's best Google Pixel 6 and Google Pixel 6 Pro deals (opens in new
tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts4GBdata (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts4GBdataView Deal (opens in new tab)at Mint Mobile (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtextsUnlimiteddata (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtextsUnlimiteddataView Deal
(opens in new tab)at Twigby (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts10GBdata (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts10GBdataView Deal (opens in new tab)at Mint Mobile (opens in new tab) (Image credit: Google Chrome) Taking screenshots of websites could be about to get a whole lot
easier for Android users. Just about everyone who has taken a screengrab of a page will have run into the irritating problem of not being able to capture everything in a single image.Google is currently testing a new screenshot option that will eliminate the need to take multiple grabs to capture everything you need. Known as Long Screenshot, the
feature will make it possible to taking scrolling screenshots that take in an entire web page.This is something that Google has already toyed with in beta versions of Android 11, but it seems that the company decided that the option is better suited to Chrome rather than its mobile operating system.The scrolling screenshot option tested in beta builds
of Android 11 did not make it to the final release, but now it appears to have been migrated into Google's mobile web browser instead. The new ability will be welcomed by anyone who has been frustrated by having too take multiple screenshots and stitch them together, or who has had to resort to using third-party tools.Grab it allAlthough the
experimental flag is not yet available - even in the experimental Canary build of Chrome for Android - the description gives a good idea of what to expect when Google does make it available in the browser:"Chrome Share Long Screenshots: Enables UI to edit and share long screenshots on Android".At the moment, references to the feature have only
been spotted in the Chromium Gerrit (opens in new tab), and it is impossible to say when - or, indeed, if - the Long Screenshot option will land on handsets for Chrome users to experiment with.Check out our guide to the best browsersVia MSPowerUser (opens in new tab) (Image credit: BigTunaOnline/Shutterstock) Not interested in downloading a
particular file or set of files in Chrome on your Android device right this minute? Just schedule that download for another time, courtesy of a new "download later" feature coming to the best Android browser in the very near future.This handy new option will allow you to choose the exact time and date for your files to begin downloading on your
Android phone. According to TechDows (opens in new tab), you'll also be able to specify when your download should begin based on whether or not you're connected to a Wi-Fi network so you don't use up precious data. So, what's the catch? The feature isn't officially available right now. You can, however, do a bit of finagling to get it to work right
away via the latest version of Chrome Canary, which is available from Google Play. Just don't expect that feature to be completely flawless the first time you give it a whirl, as that’s a very early version of Chrome designed to test out new features.Ready to give it a shot anyway? Here's how you can go about it. Launch Chrome Canary on your Android
phone, and type in "chrome://flags" in your address bar. Type in "enable download later" and then look for the flag name to pop up. Click on the box that says "Default" and tap it so that it's changed to "Enabled."(Image credit: Tom's Guide)You'll need to restart your browser from here. Click "Relaunch" to do this automatically. When your browser
relaunches, your new feature should be enabled. You can follow this process for additional flags in Chrome as well, should there be experimental changes you want to test out. Once the new download later feature is live, don't get too frustrated if it doesn't work here and there. True, the interface itself is live and can be used, but it appears to be a bit
spotty at present. The full range of options that you'll be able to expect from the final version isn't quite available yet, either. You'll be able to select the exact area your downloads will eventually be filed in as well to keep from cluttering up your device. The plan is to add a "scheduled for later" tab to your browser when the new download feature has
officially gone live as well. Unfortunately, there's no word on when the next stable Chrome for Android build will make its debut, but this is certainly one reason to start counting down the days until it's been released.The Android Chrome browser is also expected to introduce another useful feature with the full release of Chrome 86 in the form of
LiteVideos. It should help further optimize media streams for users to make Chrome less of a resource hog in general. It seems Google is hard at work on a variety of interesting features for the next complete iteration of Chrome, in fact. We'll have to wait patiently and see what's coming down the pipeline over the next few weeks. Today's best
Motorola Moto G Power deals (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts4GBdata (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts4GBdataView (opens in new tab)at Mint Mobile (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts10GBdata (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited
minsUnlimitedtexts10GBdataView (opens in new tab)at Mint Mobile (opens in new tab) (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts15GBdata (opens in new tab)No contractUnlimited minsUnlimitedtexts15GBdataView (opens in new tab)at Mint Mobile (opens in new tab)
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