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Sometimes,	you	want	to	play	that	fantastic	PC	game	while	you're	on	the	go.	There	are	ways	to	do	so	that	take	some	of	the	hurdles	out	of	setting	it	up	while	still	offering	you	ways	to	play	your	favorite	big	games	on	the	go.	Here	are	some	different	methods	to	stream	PC	games	to	Android	and	other	devices.	Nopparat	Jaikla	/	EyeEm	/	Getty	Images	If	you
have	a	PC	with	an	Nvidia	graphics	card	and	an	Nvidia	Shield	device,	GameStream	is	the	first	method	you	should	check	out.	It's	supported	natively	on	Shield	devices,	and	boasts	full	controller	support,	with	the	ability	to	play	games	locally	or	over	the	internet.	Some	laptops	with	hybrid	graphics	solutions	might	have	issues,	but	if	you	have	a	desktop	PC
and	the	Shield	Tablet,	Portable,	or	Shield	TV,	then	this	is	the	way	to	go.	If	you	have	an	Nvidia-powered	PC	but	not	an	Nvidia	Shield	device,	there	is	an	open	implementation	of	GameStream	called	Moonlight	that	you	could	use.	Even	if	you	have	GameStream,	the	support	for	virtual	controls	here	might	be	useful.	A	third-party,	unofficial	solution	is	going
to	run	into	issues	because	it's	an	outside	implementation.	Do	not	expect	the	same	smoothness	or	performance	that	you	would	get	through	a	typical	GameStream	device.	Still,	given	how	GameStream	is	well-regarded	as	a	way	to	stream	PC	games,	this	is	an	excellent	option	if	you	use	Nvidia	products	on	your	PC.	Another	Nvidia	Shield-exclusive	product,
this	allows	you	to	stream	games	much	like	the	old	school	OnLive	technology	did.	But	if	you	don't	have	a	powerful	gaming	computer	—	or	lack	one	at	all.	A	subscription	fee	gets	you	a	selection	of	games	you	can	stream	at	your	leisure,	and	the	performance	is	quite	good.	You	can	even	buy	some	newer	titles	outright	and	get	PC	keys	for	them	to	own
permanently,	not	just	on	the	service,	including	The	Witcher	3.	It	seems	to	be	the	future	for	big	games	like	this,	as	you	can	play	them	at	an	excellent	quality,	and	streaming	video	compression	is	becoming	less	and	less	of	a	factor	than	ever	before.	Check	it	out	if	you	have	the	capability.	If	you	don't	use	Nvidia	technology,	or	if	you	have	issues	with
GameStream,	Kinoni's	technology	works	quite	well	for	playing	games	remotely.	What's	great	about	the	PC	server	is	that	it	has	a	virtual	Xbox	360	controller	driver	that	it	installs,	so	you	can	easily	use	a	gamepad	with	your	Android	device	on	the	go	and	play	your	favorite	PC	games	without	much	issue	or	setup	hassle.	Otherwise,	there	are	virtual	buttons
you	can	set	up.	The	controller	can	be	a	bit	fussy	with	normal	PC	usage,	though.	Kainy	is	another	excellent	way	to	stream	PC	games,	but	it	is	a	bit	trickier	to	use	than	KinoConsole.	It	doesn't	have	quite	as	appealing	of	an	interface	for	browsing	games	that	Kinoni's	software	does.	And	using	a	controller	is	a	bit	trickier	to	handle	than	KinoConsole's	virtual
Xbox	360	controller	driver.	But	if	you	don't	mind	diving	deep,	deep	into	the	settings,	and	messing	around	with	various	configurations	and	setting	buttons	up	yourself,	you'll	find	yourself	with	a	rewarding	product	that	could	work	quite	well.	It	comes	with	a	demo	version	and	an	ad-supported	version	that	you	can	try	before	you	go	for	the	premium
version.	Remotr	is	another	useful	tool	for	remote	playing	PC	games,	and	its	hook	is	that	it	features	intuitive	touch	controls,	with	touchscreen	button	presets	that	can	let	you	play	if	you	don't	have	a	controller	handy.	You	can	use	a	gamepad	if	you	want,	but	this	might	be	the	way	to	go	if	you	don't	have	a	controller	or	the	other	methods	give	you	issues.	
Splashtop's	remote	streaming	has	been	around	for	a	while	and	focused	on	low-latency	remote	computing	along	with	the	sound.	It	is	excellent	for	PC	gaming,	though	you	will	need	the	Productivity	Pack	in-app	subscription	to	unlock	the	gamepad	functionality.	Still,	this	has	always	worked	pretty	well,	and	without	much	issue,	and	it	might	just	be	the
solution	you	need	to	play	games	from	your	PC	over	the	internet.		Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Reader	Jay	wants	to	know	how	many	USB	“splitters”	he	can	use	with	his	desktop.	The	system	has	four	USB	ports	in	the	back	and	two	in	the	front;	Jay	says	he’s	already	using	one	splitter,
but	needs	two	additional	USB	ports.	Holy	mackerel,	Jay,	how	many	devices	do	you	have?	(I’m	a	power	user	myself,	and	only	four	of	my	desktop’s	six	ports	are	occupied.)	To	answer	your	question,	yes,	it’s	safe	to	add	another	splitter	(which,	although	an	apt	description,	is	traditionally	known	as	a	USB	hub).	In	fact,	a	PC	is	theoretically	capable	of
accommodating	up	to	127	USB	ports.	However,	the	reality	is	a	bit	different.	By	“splitting”	a	USB	port,	you	reduce	the	power	available	to	the	newly	added	ports.	Whether	or	not	that’s	a	problem	depends	on	the	kinds	of	devices	you	plug	in,	but	I	strongly	recommend	using	only	powered	USB	hubs.	They	cost	a	little	more,	and	force	you	to	find	yet	another
free	AC	outlet,	but	they	virtually	eliminate	the	issues	that	tend	to	arise	with	non-powered	hubs.	I	also	recommend	plugging	each	hub	directly	into	one	of	your	PC’s	built-in	USB	ports.	In	other	words,	don’t	daisy-chain	them.	And	if	you	use	an	external	hard	drive,	plug	that	into	a	built-in	(i.e.	non-hub)	port	as	well.	When	it	comes	to	your	data,	it’s	not	wise
to	risk	any	kind	of	power	fluctuation.	People	often	“tether”	their	computers	to	their	smartphones,	sending	their	computer’s	network	traffic	over	the	device’s	cellular	data	connection.	“Reverse	tethering”	is	the	opposite	–	tethering	your	Android	smartphone	or	tablet	to	your	PC	to	use	your	PC’s	Internet	connection.	This	method	requires	a	rooted	Android
and	a	Windows	PC,	but	it’s	very	easy	to	use.	If	your	computer	has	Wi-Fi,	it	may	be	easier	to	create	a	Wi-Fi	hotspot	using	a	utility	like	Connectify	instead.	Prerequisites	Before	using	this	utility,	you’ll	have	to	enable	USB	debugging	on	your	Android	phone	or	tablet	–	open	the	Settings	screen,	tap	Applications,	tap	Development,	and	tap	the	USB
Debugging	checkbox.	You	will	probably	also	want	to	disable	SuperUser	access	notifications,	or	you’ll	constantly	see	the	SuperUser	notification.	Launch	the	SuperUser	app	on	your	device,	open	its	menu,	tap	Preferences,	and	uncheck	the	Notifications	check	box	under	Notifications.	If	you	don’t	see	the	SuperUser	app	on	your	Android,	your	device
probably	isn’t	rooted.	You’ll	also	need	your	device’s	USB	driver	installed	on	your	computer.	You	can	get	this	from	your	device’s	manufacturer	or	try	downloading	a	generic	driver	from	Google.	Android	Reverse	Tethering	Tool	Android	Reverse	Tethering	is	a	Windows	utility	that	uses	ADB	–	also	known	as	Android	Debug	Bridge	–	to	share	your
computer’s	Internet	connection	with	your	Android	over	USB.	It	includes	its	own	copy	of	ADB,	so	you	don’t	even	need	the	Android	SDK	installed	on	your	computer.	You	can	download	it	from	here	–	scroll	down	and	click	the	latest	ReverseTethering	.zip	file	in	the	Attached	Files	section.	Extract	the	downloaded	.zip	file	and	run	the	AndroidTool.exe
application	inside	its	folder.	Connecting	Plug	your	Android	smartphone	or	tablet	into	your	computer	with	its	USB	cable,	select	it	from	the	Select	a	device	drop-down	box,	and	click	the	Connect	button	in	the	Android	Reverse	Tethering	Tool	application.	It	will	connect	to	your	Android	and	install	the	required	software	(Busybox	and	Redsocks)	on	it.	Tap
the	Allow	button	in	the	SuperUser	prompt	to	allow	the	USB	Tunnel	tool	on	your	device.	If	you	encounter	a	crash,	close	the	Android	Reverse	Tethering	Tool	application	and	start	again.	You	can	also	try	clicking	the	Kill	ADB	button	on	the	Tools	tab	to	relaunch	the	ADB	process.	You’ll	see	a	connection	notification	when	the	tool	establishes	a	connection.
Usage	After	the	setup	process	is	complete,	you	can	open	apps	on	your	device	and	use	the	Internet.	Your	Android	will	forward	network	traffic	over	the	USB	cable	to	your	computer,	where	it	will	take	advantage	of	your	computer’s	Internet	connection.	The	Windows	application	shows	information	about	the	forwarded	connections.	Some	applications	may
complain	that	you	don’t	have	an	Internet	connection,	although	most	(with	the	notable	exception	of	Google	Play	app	downloads)	will	work	properly.	You	can	work	around	this	problem	by	connecting	to	a	3G	or	Wi-Fi	connection	before	activating	reverse	tethering	–	Android	will	think	you	have	a	normal	connection,	although	all	data	will	be	send	through
your	USB	cable	and	not	over	the	air.	By	Larry	Amon	i	laptop	with	microphone	image	by	patrimonio	designs	from	Fotolia.com	PC	microphones	are	inherently	cheap.	They	are	not	made	for	recording	a	rock	concert,	just	for	capturing	your	voice	for	minimal	playback,	as	part	of	a	Voice	over	Internet	Protocol	(VoIP)	system	or	for	software	that	takes	voice
commands.	Even	with	an	especially	inexpensive	computer	microphone,	you	can	use	some	standard	recording	techniques	to	improve	the	audio.	Of	course,	it	will	also	help	a	bit	if	you	use	a	higher	quality	microphone	with	your	computer.	Install	a	better	sound	card	if	possible,	since	a	higher	quality	card	can	make	a	big	difference.	Open	the	computer	case
and	remove	the	old	sound	card.	Insert	a	new	card.	Close	the	case,	restart	the	computer	and	point	Windows	to	the	drivers	when	prompted.	Plug	the	microphone	into	the	mic	input	jack	on	your	new	card.	Don't	touch	the	microphone.	Find	a	stand	on	which	to	set	the	microphone	and	don't	hold	it	with	your	hand,	since	that	is	likely	to	add	extra	sounds	to
your	recording.	Use	a	screen.	Buy	a	windscreen	and	set	it	up	in	front	of	the	microphone.	Windscreens	keep	some	of	the	spit	and	pops	from	coming	through.	Position	the	microphone	somewhat	close	to	where	you'll	be	speaking.	Your	mouth	shouldn't	be	so	close	that	your	lips	might	touch	the	microphone,	but	if	you	speak	more	than	a	foot	away,	the
microphone	will	probably	not	pick	up	your	voice	as	well.
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