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Microsoft	Exchange.	What	is	a	DAT	file?	In	short,	a	DAT	file	contains	important	information	that	the	software	needs	to	process.	The	information	contained	in	a	DAT	file	is	usually	plain	text	or	binary	text,	although	on	rare	occasions	it	may	be	encountered	as	actual	video	file	data	for	programs	such	as	VCDGear	or	CyberLink	PowerDirector.	Many
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text,	images,	videos,	or	software	configuration	files	on	your	computer,	how	you	open	the	file	will	vary	depending	on	the	information	it	contains.	However,	DAT	files	are	mostly	in	plain	text	format	and	can	be	opened	with	any	standard	text	editor.	Using	the	Notepad++	text	editor	for	Windows	is	used	here	as	an	example,	but	a	DAT	file	containing	text
can	be	opened	with	any	text	editor,	regardless	of	the	operating	system	used.	The	process	of	opening	a	file	may	look	a	bit	different,	but	it's	not	complicated.	In	Windows,	right-click	on	the	DAT	file	you	want	to	open	and	then	click	"Open	With".	In	the	"Open	With"	window.text	editor	you	want	to	use,	and	then	click	OK.	Assuming	the	file	you're	opening	is
text,	you	should	be	able	to	read	its	contents.	If	you've	tried	to	open	a	file	that	doesn't	contain	plain	text,	you	might	see	a	lot	of	"NULL"	links	and	some	obscure	characters.	How	to	Open	Winmail.dat	Files	Sometimes	email	servers	-	especially	Microsoft	Outlook	-	can	automatically	convert	email	to	DAT	format.	If	the	recipient	of	a	message	created	in
Outlook	does	not	use	Outlook	itself,	sometimes	they	only	receive	the	winmail.dat	file	as	an	attachment	instead	of	being	able	to	view	the	entire	message.	An	easy	way	to	open	a	file	without	resending	the	HTML	email	is	to	use	Winmaildat.com.	After	downloading	the	DAT	file	from	your	email,	go	to	Winmaildat.com	and	click	the	"Choose	File"	button.
Locate	the	DAT	file	and	click	Open.	After	uploading	the	file,	click	"Start"	and	the	page	will	analyze	the	file.	The	results	page	shows	everything	the	DAT	file	contains.	Click	on	an	item	to	download	it	to	your	computer,	where	you	can	open	it	and	view	its	contents.	Note	that	since	most	DAT	files	are	used	by	some	programs	to	store	program	settings,	they
probably	shouldn't	be	opened	manually.	This	means	that	the	data	contained	in	the	file	cannot	be	read	using	a	plain	text	editor.	And	even	if	you	can	read	the	data,	there's	usually	not	much	you	can	do	with	it.	anyway.
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